Biography of
Thomas Alva Edison

Contrary to popular belief, Thomas Edison’s childhood was not one of poverty. Actually he

was B8 on the IHEIECEIERINEE — to MIBEIESIESE parents in the bustling port of NG
BE. \n i858, his family moved to the vibrant city of [ESIUONINIGHIGEN, Which ultimately

surpassed the commercial pre-eminence of both Milan and Odessa.

Thomas schooling was not without problems. At age 7, after spending only 12 weeks in a

GISYIGHENG0H SCROGIRGUSE \vith BEIGIRSHSINEERIS, Thomas' BUSINGIRES 2nd SHEH
[SHABSIEs [Sashet fina!y [GSHNSISEHSNgE \vith the child's HEiSEICHNGUESHONING 2 d
seemingly BElcennes BERaViOll. The teacher made no secret that he thought the child’s
BIEIRS were EEEIEE" or BEREMBIEE. His thoughts were based on behavioural patterns as well
as the fact that Thomas’ head and [Giehiead was EORSICIaDMIEtgel than the average.
Thomas’ [filllfl became aware of the situation and iGDINANCICHIINNToMENcIScHos!

and began to [(CHICHEEGHIN. She was convinced that her son’s slightly unusual

appearance was merely an outward sign of his [EGIRGBICHRICHGSHGE -

From then on, Thomas’ parents played a big part in his education. A descendant of the

distinguished ElICHEMIN of New England, NENINGIRIBOMH NERCYIESISoH \vas the HENGH
ERCIEHEEBINE Jaughter of a highly respected BICSOYIGHEN Minister and an EECOMBISHES
BBIBEISE in her own right. After the above incident she commenced teaching her son the
BEREEEIRE 2nd the BIBIB. Meanwhile, his rather [SGHENE and [SGHIEH father, SEMUE,
encouraged him to [EECINCIOICaNCIESSIes.

It wasn’t long thereafter that the serious minded youngster developed deep interests in Ok

RISIGR and ERGISANIEERAINIE. Thomas especially enjoyed [EEEING and [ECHRNGISOSE. His
Gray's Elegy in a Country Churchyard

lifelong [ENGHRNE Was . He also considered becoming

an HEIoH, but his HGIEDICHEOINBIEE and cxtreme BHJEEE meant that he had to give up the

idea.




Biography of
Thomas Alva Edison

Contrary to popular belief, Thomas Edison’s childhood was not one of poverty. Actually he
was born on the 11" February, 1847 — to middleclass parents in the bustling port of Milan,
Ohio. In 1854, his family [§i8liH to the vibrant city of Port Huron, Michigan, which ultimately
surpassed the commercial pre-eminence of both Milan and Odessa.

Thomas schooling was not without problems. At age 7, after spending only 12 weeks in a
noisy one-room schoolhouse with 38 other students, Thomas’ overworked and short
tempered [B@GHEI finally lost his patience with the child’s persistent questioning and
seemingly self-centred imeacher made no secret that he thought the child’s
BEEIRE \ere “addled” or scrambled. His thoughts were based on behavioural patterns as well
as the fact that Thomas’ head and [OfeHea@ was considerably larger than the average.
Thomas’ [l became aware of the situation and promptly withdrew him from the school
and began to home teach him. She was convinced that her son’s slightly unusual
appearance was merely an outward sign of his remarkable intelligence.

From then on, Thomas’ parents played a big part in his education. A descendant of the
distinguished Elliott family of New England, New York born Naney Edison was the devout
and attractive daughter of a highly respected Presbyterian Minster and an accomplished
educator in her own right. After the above incident she commenced teaching her son the
“Three Rs” and the Blble Meanwhlle his rather worIdIy” and roguish father, -

enc'euraged him to read the great cl classws

It wasn’t long thereafter that the serious minded youngster developed deep interests in [HOkd
RSO and ENGISHMESEEEE. Thomas especially enjoyed reading and reciting poetry. His
lifelong favourite was Gray’s Elegy in a Country Churchyard. He also considered becoming
an @BI8K, but his high-pitched voice and extreme shyness meant that he had to give up the

Idea EEEEEEEEEER EmEm




